
 

What does recyclable mean? 
 
If an item is recyclable it means that it can be 
turned into something else once its original     
purpose has been fulfilled. 
 
There are many items that are recyclable from 
cardboard packing that can be pulped and turned 
into new paper products, through to clothing that 
someone no longer wears that may be used by 
another person. 
 
Whilst there are lots of different recyclable items, 
not all of them can be put into your yellow-topped 
bin. 
 
 

What is the recycling symbol? 
 
The recycling symbol – called the Mobius Loop,   
appears on particular products symbolising that 
they are recyclable. Often the symbol is           
supported by an explanation such as: 
 
Recycled content which refers to the proportion 
by weight of an item that consists of recycled   
materials.  
  
Post-consumer content which include materials 
or items generated by households, commercial 
and institutional facilities, which can no longer be 
used for their intended purpose.   
 
Pre-consumer content which is the material left 
over from a manufacturing process that is not 
capable of being used or reused within the same 
plant.   
 
The plastics industry also uses a coding system 
to symbolise types of plastic materials (e.g. PET, 
HDPE, PVC etc.) so that they can be easily 
grouped by recycling companies.  These codes 
also notify the consumer that they are recyclable, 
but this will depend on each local recycling 
services.  
 
 

 

What  happens to recyclables after 
they are collected from the      
kerbside? 
 
Items collected from the kerbside via the          
yellow-topped bins are taken to a materials      
recovery facility (MRF) where they placed onto a 
large conveyer belt and sorted either by hand or 
mechanically. 
 
During the sorting process any items that are not 
recyclable, referred to as contaminants, are      
removed.  Contaminants include items such as 
food products, garden waste, batteries and     
plastic bags.  
 
The remaining items are sorted into products 
groups such as aluminium, glass and paper   
products.   
 

 
 
*Perth’s Eastern Region covers six Council areas—the Town of 
Bassendean, City of Bayswater, City of Belmont, Shire of 
Kalamunda, Shire of Mundaring and the City of Swan. 
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What can I put into my yellow 
topped bin? 
 
If you live in one of the Councils in Perth’s      
Eastern Region, you can place anything with a 
recycling symbol including the following items 
into your yellow-topped bin: 
 
Ö Glass bottles & jars (remove lids & rinse) 
Ö Aluminium cans 
Ö Aluminium foil 
Ö Phonebooks 
Ö Newspapers, office paper, envelopes; 
Ö Magazines and glossy brochures;  
Ö Pizza boxes (clean & dry)  
Ö Egg cartons (cardboard only) 
Ö Cardboard 
Ö Steel aerosol cans (must be empty) 
Ö Steel food cans 
Ö Milk cartons – tetrapack (rinsed) 
Ö Juice cartons - tetrapack (rinsed) 
Ö Plastic bottles (e.g. juice bottles, soft drink 

bottles (all of these are accepted only with the 
recycling symbol) 

Ö Plastic containers (e.g. yogurt, margarine, ice 
cream, all of those with the recycling symbol 
are accepted) 

 
REMEMBER TO KEEP ITEMS LOOSE!  
DON’T PUT THEM IN PLASTIC BAGS.  

 

 
Above is an example of materials that cannot be recycled   
because they have been placed into plastic bags.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The most commonly recycled plastics are those 
that have one of the following codes: 

 
What can’t I put into my yellow 
topped bin? 
 
� � Food scraps (consider 

composting) 
� � Grass clippings/garden 

waste (consider   
composting, City of 
Bayswater - add to brown 
topped bin) 

� � Light bulbs 
� � Window glass or panes 
� � Building materials 
� � Auto and metal parts 
� � Ceramic material/crockery 
� � Nappies or sanitary products 
� � Household Chemical Waste (chemicals,  

batteries, asbestos, oils etc). 
� � Plant pots 
� � Garden hose 
� � Black plastic 
� � Styrofoam 
� � Plastic bags  
� � Wood 
 

Where can I get more information?             
 
For more information on recycling you can check 
out the R-Gang website at www.rgang.org.au or 
call the R-Gang hotline on 1800 855 955. 
 

Look out for the new Regional Resource 
Recovery Guide!  Available Soon! 
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